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The second book 1 was prepared at the request of Edward N. Hurley of the 
United States Shipping Board for the purpose of awakening "a more general 
interest in American enterprise upon the seas and to instil in the hearts of 
American boys and girls a just pride in the commercial achievements of our 
country" (p. 3). The content of the book, while written in story form, covers 
the field of shipping in a broad way, and stimulates a breadth of interest in 
this subject which is generally lacking in school children. The many illustra- 
tions would do credit to any textbook in geography, and as a supplementary 
geographical reader the book should serve a useful purpose. 



New Primer. — Owing to the wide use of the Beacon series of readers the 
addition of a new primer 2 will be of interest to many elementary-school teachers 
and supervisors. The large amount of research which has been carried on in 
the field of reading in recent years has resulted in the formulation of a number 
of principles relating to the content of readers and the method of presentation 
of material. Mr. Fassett gives evidence of being familiar with these principles, 
and has constructed a primer which is free from many of the faults of earlier 
attempts. 

The instruction in phonics, which is essential in teaching beginning reading, 
is not confused with the regular material, but is printed in a separate section 
in the back of the book. These lessons are to be used in combination with the 
simple reading exercises in the first of the book in such a way that new sight 
words are introduced very gradually and sufficient drill is provided that these 
words are thoroughly learned. This combination of phonic and reading 
exercises carried on side by side results in a method of treatment which is 
decidedly superior to the common stilted and confused presentation of phonics. 

The material of the book is well selected with a view to the interests of 
children. In the earlier part of the book the dialogue is frequently used, 
while the latter part is characterized by the simple folk tales which are familiar 
to all children. The illustrations are exceptionally good, both in regard to the 
pictures themselves and in their relation to reading matter. In every case they 
take a full horizontal section of the page and do not break into the lines of print. 

The primer is a carefully executed piece of work and deserves the wide use 
that it will doubtless receive. 

Historical geography. — The correlation of geography with history is so 
important that superior methods of accomplishing this end will be welcomed. 
An attempt to provide such a method appears in a recent books by Professor 

1 James Baldwin and W. W. Livengood, Sailing the Seas. New York : American 
Book Co., 1920. Pp.304. $1.00. 

"James H. Fassett, The New Beacon Primer. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1021. 
Pp. viii-l-152. $0.72. 

a Dixon Ryan Fox, Harper's Atlas of American History. New York: Harper & 
Brothers, 1920. Pp. vi+181. 



